
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Exclusive Expedition Dates 3–10 April 2018 

 

Join the ‘Queen of Mantas’ in Mexico on an 
exclusive expedition to the Revil lagigedos 
Islands as she and her team examine this 

offshore population as part of their global 
research program. 

RAY OF HOPE EXPEDITION- San Benedicto Mexico 

 

FOR BOOKING ENQUIRES CONTACT: 

info@rayofhopeexpeditions.com 

Please note that there is a 50% deposit required to book spaces on these expeditions. 
Places will only be held with a full deposit & completed terms and conditions form. 



Expedition Guides 
 
 
Andrea Marshall  

Dr. Andrea Marshall is a National Geographic Explorer and 
an expert on manta rays. Dubbed the ‘Queen of Mantas’ in 
2009 by the BBC in the Natural World documentary by the 
same name, she was the first person in the world to 
receive a PhD for her work on these mysterious animals. 
She currently is the principal scientist of the Marine 
Megafauna Foundation’s global manta ray research 
program. MMF is a not-for-profit organization that 
spearheads conservation efforts for our ocean giants 
across the world through rigorous research programs and 
the application of sound management practices. Andrea 
spends most of the year conducting research around the 
world, most notably through her unique ‘Ray of Hope 
Expeditions’.   
 
 
Janneman Conradie 

Janneman Conradie is a conservationist specializing in aerial 
surveillance. For MMF Janneman over-sees project logistics 
and ensures that field teams are using the most efficient 
and state of the art technology to conduct research. 
Janneman also has his own production company and is a 
skilled underwater cameraman. Having filmed with the likes 
of National Geographic and the BBC he is passionate about 
using media to capture the attention of the public and 
focus it towards conservation. He is onboard to help 
participants learn more about taking incredible underwater 
imagery for fun and for science.  
 
 
Rodrigo Friscione Wyssmann  

Rodrigo is the owner of Solo Buceo, a successful dive 
operation in Cancun. A true waterman, Rodrigo is a record 
holding Mexican swimmer as well as an accomplished 
underwater photographer and videographer. With a lifetime 
of experience diving in Mexican waters, Rodrigo now leads 
marine expeditions all over the country. He uses his 
incredible imagery to call attention to the plight of marine 
animals in this region and has helped to spearhead 
conservation campaigns for many threatened species. 



The Location 
 
The Revillagigedos Islands is one of the most important marine megafauna ‘Hope-
spots’ in the eastern Pacific. Located 250 miles southwest off the southern tip of 
the Baja Peninsula, the volcanic island group made up of Socorro, San Benedicto, 
Roca Partida and Clarion is extremely remote and boasts some of the best diving in 
the region. Protected as a marine biosphere since 1994 the island group remains 
relatively pristine. Divers can expect to have consistent encounters with megafauna 
from humpback whales, giant oceanic manta rays and hammerhead sharks to 
dolphins, sea turtles, tuna, even an occasional whale shark. The clear warm water 
with its distinct indigo-colour will delight seasoned divers and offer incredible 
photographic opportunities.  

 

Rated as one of the top marine megafauna dive sites in the world, the draw of this 
destination is not just the variety of species to be seen but the quality of the up-
close encounters with megafauna. This is one of Andrea’s favorite destinations to 
study the behaviour of giant ocean manta rays and it is one of the only locations 
left to experience schooling hammerheads in the hundreds. 

With sheer rock faces, strong current and drift dives in the blue, the dives sites are 
not for the faint hearted. While the conditions can be extraordinarily good this is 
NOT a location for beginner divers and we recommend advanced divers only. 



Manta Research 
 
This is the first time a Ray of Hope Expedition is being run at this extraordinary 
destination. The goal of this specific trip is to study the behaviour of the giant 
manta rays and collect tissue samples to support one of our current genetics 
studies. The research is taking place in collaboration with Dr. Mauricio Hoyos, a 
prominent Mexican research biologist specializing in sharks and rays. Dr. Hoyos has 
been working in the region for years and is now teaming up with biologists from the 
Marine Megafauna Foundation to conduct collaborative global studies on manta 
rays. He will be joining as our special guest on this expedition and will give a special 
talk about his work in the region. 
 
Because of the incredible sighting rates of giant mantas at San Benedicto and Roca 
Partida we will likely be spending a disproportionate amount of time at these 
islands. This is actually a bonus since dive sites like the ‘Boiler’ are amongst the 
most famous and popular sites in the archipelago. 
 
Guests will learn and get involved as our team measures individual rays, takes 
mucus, tissue and parasite samples, sets camera traps, and performs visual 
transects with our drone camera (personal drones are welcome). We of course will 
also be tasked with taking identification photos of each individual encounter we 
have with mantas and these ID’s will be uploaded to Manta Matcher 
(www.mantamatcher.org), the global online database for manta rays. Hands on 
citizen science coupled with exciting underwater photography and media work will 
have you leaving Mexico feeling inspired and proud of your contribution. 
 

 



The Expedition Vessel 
 
For this special expedition we will be 
chartering the 115 foot (35 meter) 
Southern Sport. Built in 1980 and 
renovated in 2007 this vessel was 
designed for open sea crossings with 
an ability to service remote sites like 
Mexico’s Revillagigedo Archipelago.  
 
In total there are 9 guest cabins, 
each with a slightly different 
arrangement. Some of the quarters have double or queen beds and some come 
with twin beds. Bookings are taken on a first come first serve basis.  
 
There is spacious air-conditioned salon on board with comfortable couches and a 
TV for guests where they can relax and unwind in the evening. The boat has a 
dining area where three fully catered meals will be served a day. There is also a 
snack bar available on-board allowing guests to splurge on cookies, cakes and hot 
drinks. Meals will often be served upstairs on the deck, which boasts not only a 
view but a barbeque area. Also upstairs is a sun deck and sitting area for those 
preferring to spend time outside. 
 

 



Your Itinerary 
 
April 2 (Arrival Day)- We recommend that participants arrive in Cabo San Lucas 
in the afternoon on the 2nd of April. The boat leaves at a set time the next day and 
if flights are delayed or baggage does not make the plane we sadly cannot wait for 
you or your stuff. Coming in the day before gives you some wiggle room. The 
airport is approximately 45 minutes from the town. In their own time guests can 
take local taxis to any number of hotels in Cabo San Lucas. Your guides and many 
of the ROHE participants will be staying that the recommended Quinta del Sol Hotel 
(www.quintadelsol.com). Guests can book rooms for themselves or we can book a 
room for you on request. Those that arrive in time can meet for a pre-trip briefing 
and a research talk in the early evening followed by a group dinner at the Quinta del 
Sol. For those arriving early, there is a pool, a gym and outdoor lounge areas and 
sightseeing tours or shopping can be easily arranged. 
 
April 3 Guests will be transferred from the Southern Sun at 9 am in the morning 
with a scheduled departure from the mainland at 11am. Our expedition will officially 
begin with a 22-hour drive out to the Revillagigedo Archipelago giving guests ample 
time to set up their gear, prep their cameras or take an extra dive course. 
 
April 4-9**- The itinerary will be set depending on the conditions and the animal 
action but we expect to spend the majority of our time at San Benedicto Island and 
Roca Partida, both hot spots for giant manta rays. Having said that we will also dive 
Socorro Island, where the boat is required to check in with the Mexican Naval Base. 
If conditions allow, you should expect to have 6 full days of diving. The boat will 
depart back for Cabo San Lucas at 4:00pm on the 9th. 

April 10- (Departure Day)- After making the 22-hour crossing we will arrive 
back to port around 2pm. Guests can arrange on-going transport from Cabo San 
Lucas on this day (in the evening) although it is recommended that guests fly out 
the next day. Again the Quinta del Sol Hotel is recommended (around $80 a room 
pps) but we can also help to arrange transportation to another hotel as well.  
 
** Itinerary is subject to change depending on the weather at the discretion of the captain 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Expedition Details 
 
The Expedition will be 8 days/7 nights with 6 full days in the water. This exclusive expedition is 

limited to only 14 ROHE guests. Guests will be accommodated on the Southern Sport Liveaboard 

with full board packages. Price includes accommodation in shared rooms.  
 

Pre and post expedition hotel accommodation can be arranged on request at the Quinta del Sol 

Hotel. Additionally, if you are keen to add days on to your expedition (before or after our trip), we 

can help you arrange other diving trips in the Cabo San Lucas area.  

 

 
 

Price Includes: 

7 nights on board the Southern Sport Liveaboard (www.southernsportliveaboard.com) 

6-day dive/free dive package in the Revillagigedo Archipelago  

Tanks, air, weights & weight belts  

All meals, snacks soft drinks and hot beverages (limited alcoholic beverages) 

Hotel/boat transfers 

Research program, lectures by lead biologists and photography workshops/tutoring  

Ray of Hope Merchandise Pack 

$100 Donation to MMF Manta Ray Research Program 
 

Price Excludes: 

International and/or domestic flights - Airport Tax / Visa Fees (if applicable) 

Airport transfers (i.e. taxis or shuttles) 

Accommodation in Cabo San Lucas (on the 2nd and the 11th of April if needed) 

Marine Park Fees & Nitrox ($125 a person) *Nitrox course can be taught on the journey to 

the island if required/requested 

Diving & Travel Insurance (Travel insurance highly recommended, diving insurance required) 

Dive gear rental (some rental gear available on request) 

Tips 

8-day ROH expedition price $4,200/person 
 


