MARINE MEGAFAUNA ON THE WILD COAST
RAY OF HOPE EXPEDITIONS & SHARK EXPLORERS
team up on this exclusive once a year expedition
to South Africa’s Wild Coast to experience the
greatest marine migration on earth

Expedition Date: 11th – 21st June 2017

FOR BOOKING ENQUIRES CONTACT:
info@rayofhopeexpeditions.com
Please note that there is an immediate 50% deposit required to book spaces on this expedition.
Places will only be held with a full deposit & completed terms and conditions form.

Our Unique Expeditions
Our bespoke ‘Ray of Hope’ expeditions were created to allow the public to engage in citizen
science while following MMF’s manta researchers to the most remote and exciting destinations for
these rays in the world. The goals of each expedition are unique but every trip is tailored to engage
participants while producing high quality information for science.
Marine Megafauna Foundation researchers have been monitoring the manta rays along the eastern
coast of southern Africa for the last 15 years. Our world-leading research program on manta rays in
Mozambique is one of the oldest and most comprehensive programs in the world. Both our
telemetry studies using satellite-linked tags and our photographic mark recapture studies have
demonstrated that both species of manta rays migrate between Mozambique and South Africa.
Determined to learn more about these migrations to South Africa and their habitat use in the region,
Andrea Marshall and Janneman Conradie have teamed up with the world-renowned ‘Shark
Explorers’ team to conduct annual expeditions along the Wild Coast of South Africa. Taking place in
the same season as the ‘Sardine Run’ – famed as the largest marine migration on the planet – we
will attempt to conduct in-water research on both species of Manta off Port St. John’s in a bid to
learn more about what these species are doing in the region.
With MMF pilot Janneman Conradie’s Bat Hawk ultralight in the air we have the best chance of
locating these giant rays as they feed at the surface. He will also be our eyes in the sky as we look
for massive bait balls, super pods of dolphins, sharks and breaching humpback whales.
Guests will have the opportunity to get up close and personal with a plethora of different marine
megafauna species and try their hand at ‘citizen science’, assisting our team with visual transects,
taking manta ray IDs, genetic sampling and possibly the deployment of tags on manta rays. All
photographed manta rays will be uploaded to ‘Manta Matcher’, the global online database, to check
for previous sightings or to register new individuals. Evenings will be spent de-briefing around a
campfire, dining on homemade cuisine, listening to research talks and showcasing daily footage.
The conditions make this expedition suitable for adventurous travelers only. This trip is not for the
faint hearted and we recommend that participants are advanced divers/freedivers. We launch early
in the mornings and we will face tough conditions, but participants will be rewarded with inspiring
and authentic experiences. We will be limiting the number of guests on this expedition to ensure
that participants get the most out of their time with us.

Expedition Guides
Andrea Marshall
Dr. Andrea Marshall is a global expert on manta rays and a co-founder
of the Marine Megafauna Foundation, a not for profit organization
which spearheads conservation efforts for manta rays across the world
through rigorous research programs and the application of sound
management practices. Andrea, dubbed the ‘Queen of Mantas’ in 2009
by the BBC in the Natural World documentary by the same name, was
the first person in the world to receive a PhD on the ecology of these
mysterious animals. A National Geographic Explorer, Andrea now
travels the world with her research team conducting cutting-edge
research on manta rays and encouraging conservation efforts along
developing coastlines.

Janneman Conradie
Janneman Conradie is an MMF conservationist specializing in aerial
surveillance and underwater filming. Traveling the world with Andrea,
Janneman over-sees project logistics and ensures that MMF field
teams are using the most efficient and state of the art technology to
conduct their research. Janneman is a skilled cameraman and logistics
expert having filmed with the likes of National Geographic, Warner
Bros. and the BBC, he also runs exploratory wildlife expeditions across
Africa. On Ray of Hope Expeditions Janneman helps guests learn
more about capturing incredible underwater imagery, spots for wildlife
from the air and takes willing participants on ultralight flights of a
lifetime!

Morne Hardenberg and Brocq Maxi
Morne Hardenberg is a seasoned marine wildlife cameraman and a
legendary shark handler. As founder and owner of Shark Explorers &
Atlantic Edge Films, Morne aims to introduce the public to sharks and
help dispel their undeserved reputation as ‘maneaters’. Based out of
Cape Town, Morne and his team, including Brocq Maxey, run trips
throughout the year to dive with various species of sharks from great
whites and seven gills to blue and makos. Every year the team pack
up their gear and head east to the Wild Coast to dive and film the
infamous ‘Sardine Run’. With the most experience of any operator,
Morne and his team always deliver the goods, putting guests in the
middle of the action and making their dream encounters with sharks
and marine wildlife come true!

Expedition Itinerary
Day 1 (June 11th)
Arrival Day. Guests are picked up at the airport and shuttled down to Port St. John’s by Shark
Explorer’s complimentary transfer service. Transit time to Port St. John’s is approximately 5-6 hours
in a private air-conditioned bus. Guests will arrive to The Creek and will have time to settle in, set up
their gear and prep for the following day at sea. A pre-trip briefing will be given to overview the
week’s activities and research agenda.
Day 2-10 (June 12th – 20th)
We get started early each day at around 6am to eat breakfast and prep the boat so that we can
launch at first light. On average we spend 6-7 hours on the water searching for marine megafauna
(whales, manta rays, sharks, dolphins etc.) or baitballs returning in the early afternoon to give
everyone an opportunity to rest from the day. Ultralight flights take place from the mountain in the
afternoon. Evenings will be spent de-briefing around a campfire and going through footage from the
day. On one of the first evenings Andrea will treat guests to a special research talk and slideshow.
Day 11 (June 21st)
Participants will depart early back to Durban on the same private shuttle they came down on.
Guests wanting to carry on their adventure along the way (e.g. Aliwal Shoals) can arrange to get
dropped off along the way.

Expedition Details
Expedition Rate:
$3,200.00 USD per person sharing.

Price Includes:
Transfers to and from Durban International Airport
9 boat days at sea (9 m semi-rigid dive boat with two 140hp engines)
10 nights accommodation at the Creek Lodge in shared rooms incl. satellite TV and on-suite bathrooms
All food (continental breakfast, packed lunch, afternoon snack and home cooked dinner each day)
Non-alcoholic beverage selection included
Provided Gear- tanks and weights
1-hour ultralight flight from Janneman Conradie in the MMF Bat Hawk light sports aircraft
Research talk by Dr. Andrea Marshall
$200 donation to the Marine Megafauna Foundation
MMF ‘Ray of Hope Expedition’ T-shirt

Price Excludes:
International or domestic flights
Dive gear (can be rented from Shark Explorers if required)
Gratuity
Travel Insurance** (dive insurance required, travel insurance is highly recommended)
** Ray of Hope Expedition and Shark Explorers both take no responsibility for scheduling or itinerary
changes due to changing weather, political situations, natural disasters or other events beyond our control.
We strongly recommend that you purchase travel insurance for this or any dive trip you do anywhere in the
world. As we will be operating in a remote part of the world DAN or other comparable diving accident
insurance is required to protect you from an unanticipated evacuation or other treatment that may not be
covered by your regular insurance. Proof of policy will be required before you embark.

FOR BOOKING ENQUIRES CONTACT:
info@rayofhopeexpeditions.com
Please note that there is an immediate 50% deposit required to book spaces on this expedition.
Places will only be held with a full deposit & completed terms and conditions form.

