RAY OF HOPE EXPEDITIONS
Raja Ampat, Indonesia
Join the ‘Queen of Mantas’ in Indonesia on
an exclusive expedition to the Dampier
Straight region of Raja Ampat and take part
in manta ray research in one the most
biodiverse places on Earth.

Exclusive Expedition Dates 4 – 11/15 January 2017

FOR BOOKING ENQUIRES CONTACT:
info@rayofhopeexpeditions.com
Please note that there is a 50% deposit required to book spaces on these expeditions.
Places will only be held with a full deposit & completed terms and conditions form.

Expedition Guides
Andrea Marshall
Dr. Andrea Marshall is a world-renowned expert on manta rays and a
National Geographic Explorer. Andrea, dubbed the ‘Queen of Mantas’ in
2009 by the BBC in the Natural World documentary by the same name,
was the first person in the world to receive a PhD on the ecology of
these mysterious animals. She currently is the principal scientist of the
Marine Megafauna Foundation’s global manta ray research program. MMF
is a not for profit organization which spearheads conservation efforts
for our ocean giants across the world through rigorous research
programs and the application of sound management practices. Andrea
spends most of the year conducting research around the world, most
notably through her unique ‘Ray of Hope Expeditions’.

Janneman Conradie
Janneman Conradie is an MMF conservationist specializing in aerial
surveillance and underwater filming. Traveling the world with Andrea,
Janneman over-sees project logistics and ensures that our field teams
are using the most efficient and state of the art technology to conduct
our research. Having filmed with the likes of National Geographic and
the BBC, Janneman is a skilled cameraman, helping participants learn
more about capturing incredible underwater imagery.

Stephanie Venables
Stephanie Venables is a MMF researcher and PhD student of the
University of Western Australia. Her Masters thesis investigated the
impacts of tourism on manta rays in the Ningaloo Marine Park. Steph
has been working on the MMF Raja Ampat Manta Ray project since
2014, and her current research focuses on Manta alfredi population
genetics. Through this work she is looking to develop valuable
conservation tools to guide regional management and protection of this
threatened species.

Robert Perryman
Robert Perryman is a British biologist that has been working on the Raja
Ampat manta ray populations for two and a half years, with a focus on
social network analysis and behavioural ecology. He completed his
Masters thesis in 2014 on this population, which identified preliminary
evidence of sociality in manta rays and will continue this line of research
into his PhD. Rob is actively is involved in community outreach and
education initiatives in the region.

The Location
The Raja Ampat Regency covers over 40,000 Sq Km of land and sea, including
1500 islands. It sits right in the heart of the "Coral Triangle", which
is unquestionably the most biodiverse area for marine life in the world. The oceans
that surround Raja Ampat contain 80% of all the world's coral species, 1350
species of fish, six of the world's seven marine turtle species, 27 varieties of
marine mammal and conveniently both species of Manta! The strong currents of
the Dampier Straights make this region highly productive for marine megafauna.

The Resort

Papua Explorers resort is located on the island of Gam along the coast of the
renowned Dampier Strait. The peninsula the resort is based on is home to the
endemic Red Bird of Paradise. This unique and beautiful bird and it’s amazing
mating ceremony can be observed during early morning hikes into the rainforest.
The resort itself was constructed in the traditional Papuan style using local natural
materials. Their water bungalows are very spacious (72 m2) with private
bathrooms and verandas. Bungalows designed to be in perfect harmony with the
exotic surroundings, allowing guests to feel the breeze from the rainforests, to
enjoy the songs of the tropical birds and to hear the ocean at night. Each room has
mosquito nets, ceiling fans and in-door lounge areas, sun loungers, an outdoor
hammock and a stairway straight from the room into the ocean. Towels,
environmentally friendly natural shampoos, shower gels and soaps are provided.

Manta Research
The Marine Megafauna Foundation have teamed up with Papua Explorers to develop
a long-term manta ray research program for the area. Efforts have been underway
for two years and already the Raja Ampat database stands at more than 500
individual manta rays. Current research efforts include studies on population
genetics, reproductive ecology and the social networking of reef manta rays.

Participants will be expected to help MMF staff collect photo IDs of manta rays and
upload encounters to Manta Matcher, the first global online database for manta
rays. Guests will also learn how to take accurate laser measurements of rays,
collect photo-ID pictures, set camera traps, and perform visual transects with our
drone camera. Hands on citizen science coupled with detailed lectures and courses
in underwater photography will have you leaving Indonesia feeling inspired and
proud of your contribution.

Your Itinerary
January 4 th (Arrival Day)- Participants should arrive in Sorong before 9 am on
the 4th of January. You will be met at the airport or your hotel by our staff. The
group will then have breakfast before leaving on a private boat to the resort
(approximately 2.5 hours). We will arrive early in the afternoon. After hotel and
dive briefings guests will have lunch and then will be given time to unpack, relax
and set up their gear for the rest of the afternoon. Before our first group dinner,
guests will be treated to an evening research talk by Andrea.
January 5 th -10 th /14 th (Diving Days)- Your typical day will consist of four dives
with MMF researchers, two of which will be dedicated manta ray research dives at
sites such as Manta Sandy, Manta Ridge, Blue Magic, Palau Wai, and Eagle’s Rock.
To allow guests to fully experience the diversity of the local area, the third dive in
the afternoon will be at one of Dampier Strait’s world famous reefs (such as Cape
Kri, Sardine Reef, Arborek Jetty, Mike’s Point and Mioskon Island). Night dives will
be on the Papua Explorer’s house reef, where divers can expect to see a wide
variety of critters including frogfish, pygmy seahorses, blue ringed octopus,
pipefish, nudibranchs, epaulette sharks, and more!
Meals are served buffet style in the resort’s waterfront dinning area. Guests will be
treated to a wide variety of Western and Indonesian cuisine. Breakfast will be
served daily at 7am, with the morning dives leaving at 8am. Divers will return to
the resort for lunch at 1pm followed by some free time. The boat for the afternoon
dive will leave at 3pm. Sunset or night dives leave between 6-7pm followed by
dinner at 8pm. The evening hours are reserved for processing of photos, data
analysis, and photo/video critiquing, for those looking to improve their
photography skills.
January 11 th or January 15 th (Departure Day)- Guests need to be ready to
depart early after breakfast. Transportation back to Sorong will be on a private
boat (approximately 2.5 hours). Guests are recommended to book flights after
12:00pm from Sorong.

Expedition Details
Depending on what option you choose, the expedition will be either 8 days/7 nights
with 6 full days of diving or 12 days/11 nights, with 10 full days of diving. This trip
is open to a maximum of 14 ROHE guests. Prices are per person sharing. Rooms
have either a double bed or two twin beds. Please enquire about single supplement
rates and discounts for three person sharing rooms.

8-day ROH expedition price $2,999/pps
12-day ROH expedition price $3,999/pps
Price Includes:
Round-trip transfers from Sorong to Papua Explorers Resort
6 or 10-Day dive package (4 air or nitrox dives per day)*. Tanks and weights included.
*Certification cards and diving insurance will be required on arrival.
Raja Ampat Marine Reserve park fees
Special trips to Pulau Wai and Wayag with diving at Eagle Rock (weather dependant)
7 or 11 nights accommodation at Papua Explorers Dive Resort
3 meals per day plus high tea served in the afternoon
Internet service, WIFI and laundry
Comprehensive science training program, community project involvement, evening talks by
biologists, and photography workshops
MMF ‘Ray of Hope’ T-shirt
$150 Donation to MMF Manta Ray Research Program

Price Excludes:
International and/or domestic flights
Dive gear rental (if needed)
Alcoholic Beverages
Optional resort tours (e.g. bird-watching) and massages
Diving & Travel Insurance (Highly recommended, diving insurance required)
Tips

E-mail info@rayofhopeexpeditions.com for more information

